Sager

World History
War Horse Guiding Questions
Essay Question (answer at the end of the movie): 

Using evidence gathered from the film, how does the film show how the lives of soldiers and civilians changed during World War I thru the perspective of a horse?
Answer the following questions during the film in order to help you gather evidence for your response to the essay question:
1. What country does the film start in? What is the original reason that the family purchases Joey for?

2. What is significant about the pennant given by Albert’s mother to Albert? What does Albert promise he will do with the pennant one day?

3. What happens to Joey following the storm?
4. During Joey’s first experience in the war, the British cavalry uses horses and swords to charge the Germans in a German encampment, what happens that shows that World War I is a very different war than all the wars fought before it?
5. What is the significance of the bond formed between the two horses, Joey and Topthorn? What do you think the bond represents?
6. Why do you think the film places importance on showing scenes of Albert and his family receiving letters at home about the war?
7. What is the fate of the two brothers, Gunther and Michael? If the penalty for desertion is so severe, why do think Gunther is willing to take such a risk?
8. Why do the German forces come to the French grandfather and his granddaughter, Emilie’s farm? What does this show about the war in regards to European civilians?

9. What is the significance of the grandfather’s story about the carrier pigeons?
10. Compare and contrast the British and German treatment of the horses - What is the film illustrating in regards to the actions of the Germans and British?
11. What weapons that we discussed in class are shown being used in the film? 

12. Albert enlists in the British Army in 1918 and is seen fighting during the Battle of Somme in a trench, how is trench warfare depicted?

13. Describe No Man’s Land

14. What is the significance of the two soldiers from different sides working together to free Joey from the barbed wire?
15. What is significant about the last scene with Albert and his father?
