Sager
World History

Unit 1: Early Humans and Early River Valley Civilizations Study Guide

Early Humans

1. What is prehistory?

2. What are artifacts?

3. What are differences and similarities between the Old Stone Age and the New Stone Age? (Venn diagram)

4. What is a nomad?

5. What is a hunter –gatherer?

6. Why was the domestication of animals such an important innovation that allowed people to survive?

7. What is specialization?

Mesopotamia
8. Where is Mesopotamia located?

9. Why was Mesopotamia referred to as the Fertile Crescent?

10. Which two rivers run thru Mesopotamia?

11. Are the floods in Mesopotamia predictable?
12. Does Mesopotamia have natural barriers? What did they build around their cities in order to protect them”?
13. What did the civilization have to establish due to their lack of natural resources?

14. What is a city-state?

15. What was the Ziggurat?

16. What is a dynasty?

17. What is cultural diffusion?

18. Was Mesopotamia monotheistic or polytheistic?

19. What was one of the world’s first cities?

20. What was the Code of Hammurabi? Who did it favor? What was the most common penalty for breaking a law?

21. Social classes- who is at the top and bottom of the Social Classes in Mesopotamia?

Egypt
22. Which river is the most essential resource in Egypt? What was it used for?
23. Was the Nile River’s flooding predictable? 

24. Was Egypt polytheistic or monotheistic?

25. What is a pyramid?

26. What is a pharaoh? What kind of rule did they have?

27. What is a theocracy?

28. What is mummification? 

29. What rights did women have in Egyptian society?

30. What are hieroglyphics?

31. Social classes – who is at the top and bottom of the Social classes in Egypt?

Ancient India

32. Why are historians not sure about the origins and decline of Ancient India’s civilization?

33. What natural barriers existed in Ancient India?

34. What two rivers were important resources in Ancient India?

35. Are the rivers’ floods predictable or unpredictable?

36. What are monsoons? How did they affect the seasons in India?

37. What were the major innovations of the Harappan Civilization?

38. Social classes – Did they exist in Ancient India? 
39. What led to the decline of the Ancient Indian civilization?

Ancient China

40. What natural barriers existed in Ancient China? 
41. What two river systems were important resources in China?

42. What percentage of land is suitable for farming in China?

43. How were women treated in Ancient China?

44. What is the Mandate of Heaven?

45. What is feudalism?

46. What were some innovations of the Zhou Dynasty?

