World History
Unit 7 – Imperialism and WW1
US Enters World War I

American Sentiments Toward WWI
· World War I began in summer of 1914 - United States President _______________________________  desired US _________________________________ – over 3,000 miles away
· Immigrants generally supported their homelands’ respective alliances (German-Americans support Germany, etc)
· Some Americans wanted ____________________
· Some Americans supported the Allies
· Common culture/ancestry with the ______________________________
· Germany’s brutal destruction of Belgium
· More economic ties to Allies compared to Central Powers
US Involvement Looms
· By 1915, US favored an Allied win to ensure that the Allies repaid war debts to US BUT still didn’t want to get involved.
· British naval blockade of Germany – 2 results
1. US ships carrying goods for Germany did not challenge the British blockade ( ________________________________________________________
2. Many Germans died of _______________________
Two Events that Led to US Entrance into WWI
1. Sinking of Lusitania

· Germany sinks _________________________ (May 7, 1915)
· Germany fought GB blockade with U-boats (submarines) – any ship in water around GB would be sunk

· May 7, 1915 – German U-boat sunk GB’s passenger ship Lusitania with _____ Americans on board

· Germany claimed boat carried ammunition ( US outraged with Germany and Central Powers

· Wilson –______________________, but threatened to cut off diplomatic relations with Germany if they didn’t stop using “unrestricted submarine warfare”

· Germany – agreed only if the US could persuade BG to lift blockade, if not - ___________________________
2. The Zimmermann Note

Wilson reelected in 1916 – still advocated for US neutrality and peace between nations at war.

________________________- Jan. 1917, telegram from the German foreign minister to a German    ambassador in Mexico, intercepted by British
Proposed a German-Mexican alliance

Should the US enter the war, Germany would ____________________________________________________

· Proved _________________________________ _ the US

US Enters WWI
· ____________________________ – Wilson asked Congress to declare war on ____________________________, Congress agreed
