World History

                                           Name:____________________________


Nursery Rhyme Assignment

Nursery rhymes are often based on true (and often gruesome!) historical events.  Take “Ring Around The Rosie,” for instance.  Some theorize that this nursery rhyme has its origins in the BLACK PLAGUE, CRUSADES OR 100 YEARS WAR!

(1) Ring around the rosie

(2) Pockets full of posie

(3) Ashes, ashes

(4) We all fall down!

(1)  Victims of the plague would develop a red rash.

(2)  Believing the plague was spread through the air by its bad smells, people would carry flowers in their pockets to dispel the bad smells.

(3)  In an attempt to stop the plague from spreading, the bodies of the victims of the plague were burned

(4)  60% of the population of Europe was struck down by the plague

Your assignment is to write a nursery rhyme on your choice of either the Black Plague, the Crusades, or the Hundred Years War.  When you are finished, staple the rhyme to the back of this sheet.  You will be graded as follows:

_______/20  Has at least four lines

_______/30 Each line contains accurate historical information

_______/40  Includes an explanation of each line (like the example above)

_______/10 Includes nursery rhyme elements (rhythm, rhyme, catchiness, etc.)

_______/100 Total 
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