Sager – World History                      
Unit 5 Section 2 – Mesoamerica
Mesoamerica

· Some of the greatest civilizations in the Americas developed in __________________________________
· The ______________________ and ___________________ lived in the Mesoamerican region

The Mayans

· The Maya settled on the ____________________________ in Central America.
· The Maya were not an ____________________ and not unified _________________________________

· Maya civilization were made of __________________________________

· Each city – state had its own ruler

Maya Architecture

Built towering ______________________ and _____________________________
· Atop the temples, priests performed ______________________________________and ________________________ while people watched from the plazas below

· Ceremonial platforms, temples, pyramids, observatories, ball courts all built by the Maya
Maya Religion
· The Maya were ________________________________
· The Maya practiced ______________________ _______________________________-
Advances in Learning

· Created a writing system of _____________________________________
· Created a system of ________________________________
· Also developed a ____________________ day calendar
What happened to the Maya?

· The Maya ________________________________ many of their ____________________ around 900 A.D.

· Archaeologists DO NOT KNOW WHY Maya civilization _____________________
· Theory: Around 900 A.D. there was a severe______________________. Many died due to ________________________ others migrated _______________

The Aztecs
· The Aztecs lived in what is known as the _______________________________________in central Mexico.
· ___________________________________ was the capital city of the Aztec Empire.
· Today, Tenochtitlan is _____________________ ______________________
Government
· The Aztecs created an empire through ____________________________
· Conquered people and local rulers had to pay _________________________ to the Aztecs

· The Aztecs had an __________________________
· The Aztec Emperor’s main job was to _________________________________
Religion and Mythology

· Aztecs were ____________________________________

· _____________________________________was the main Aztec god.


(weets se lo poch tlee)

· The Aztecs built massive _________________ and ________________________ dedicated to their gods

Human Sacrifice
· Human sacrifice was a common practice of the Aztecs.

· For the reconstruction of Great Pyramid of Tenochtitlan in 1487, the Aztecs reported that they sacrificed ________________ prisoners over the course of four days.

· To give the sun strength to rise each day, human sacrifices were offered.
What happened to the Aztecs?

· Spanish conquistadors led by _______________________________ conquered Tenochtitlan and defeated the Aztecs in 1521.

The Incas

· The Inca controlled an empire in the ___________________________________________ region of South America.
Government

· The ___________ ___________________ (emperor) had absolute power.

· The emperor claimed to be the _____________________________________

· The emperor was also the empire’s ________________________________________
· The empire was divided into four regions with the capital at _____________
· The Inca built a massive __________ ________________________________through mountains and across rivers and gorges.

· The Inca constructed ______________________________________without using mortars yet the stones fit together so well that a knife would not fit between the stones.

Religion

· The Inca were __________________________________-
· The primary God was _______________, the sun God.
· Inca believed in __________________________________
· Practiced ____________________ ______________________________
· They achieved this by wrapping tight cloth straps around the heads of newborns to alter the shape of their soft skulls into a cone-like shape

Organization

· Each family in a community was assigned a _________________ ______________.
· Government officials arranged ____________________
· The government organized mandatory _______________ ______________________building projects.

What Happened to the Inca?

· _______________ ______________ in the empire broke out and …………
· _________________________ spread, killing much of the Inca
· BUT ultimately, it was Spanish conquistadors led by __________________________________________________that brought about the fall of the Inca Empire.
