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World History

UNIT 2: WORLD RELIGIONS

Section 1 – Hinduism

The Basics

·                                  major religion
·                                            
 religion in the world

· 950 million followers

· 
                 of world’s population

· 
Dominant in 




· Not a unified religion

 


   - belief in more than one god                                  
No founder

No single 



No central 




Main Gods

·                                      – creator god

·                                      – preserver god

· Keeps good and evil in balance

·                                      – destroyer and restorer 

· Responsible for death & 




Key Beliefs

· Dharma = Hinduism’s rules:

Basic                                        (don’t murder, steal, etc.)

Don’t touch bodily fluids, waste or garbage

Be nice to                            (they’re sacred)

Follow the rules for your caste

Balance of good and bad actions in a lifetime

Continuous cycle of death and rebirth

Into higher or lower caste based on karma from previous life

Caste System

· System of 



people

· Hereditary, permanent

· Viewed as 


  or 



 for karma in previous life

·                                              - highest caste; priests

·                                              - second highest; kings & warriors

·                                            - landowners, merchants, artisans

·                                            - Lowest caste; unskilled laborers

·                                            – considered below caste system

· Perform jobs that make them “impure”

· Butchers, gravediggers, trash collectors 

· Dharma for caste system:

· Different castes shouldn’t 


, 



·                            castes should respect 

 castes

· People should do the job for their caste

The Untouchables Video Questions:
1. Where do Untouchables live?
2. Hindus place people into ___ castes based on how they lived their   
3. The Untouchables are considered unworthy of belonging to any caste, they are considered the ________________ of the ____________.
4. What kind of jobs are Untouchables able to get?
5. True or False: Attitudes about the Untouchables seem to be getting better
