World History                                       Unit 9: The Cold War
The End of the Vietnam War

January/February – Tet Offensive
· January 30 = Vietnamese New Year known as Tet, a _________________ in fighting was called
· Peasants crowded the streets of SV in celebration, but many of the peasants were actually Vietcong rebels ( ________________________ - massive Vietcong attack on over 100 SV cities (including Saigon) and 12 US air bases 
· 7 months of planning using the Ho Chi Minh Trail
· Took 1 month for US and SV troops regained control of cities
· Westmoreland declared the Tet Offensive a US victory
· _____________________ – militarily a victory for the US
· 32,000 Vietcong casualties > 3,000 US/SV casualties
· Casualties became the only way to measure progress in a war without actual fronts
· _____________________– politically a loss for the US
· Watershed moment (an event or period marking a turning point in a course of action or state of affairs) ( US public opinion shaken
· Clear the Vietcong was not close to defeat
· Media began to openly criticize the war (90% of nightly news dedicated to the Tet Offensive)
· LBJ’s popularity and support of the war plummeted
· South Vietnamese general _____________________suspected Vietcong soldier IN FRONT of US film crew… showed later on the nightly news ( Americans ____________________ and less supportive of SV troops
Vietnamization

· Summer 1969 - Negotiations with North Vietnam at a _________________________
· Nixon and ________________________________ (Nixon’s National Security Advisor) planned to end America’s involvement with Vietnam ( _____________________________ – gradual withdrawal of US troops in order for the South Vietnamese to take on a more active combat role in the war
· Essentially, allowing the Vietnamese to fight the Vietnam War but still providing some aid to SV
· Nixon announced the 1st US troops withdrawals from Vietnam
· By 1972, troops in Vietnam dropped from __________________________________
· Nixon and Kissinger’s Vietnamization policy included “______________________________________” - intention to maintain dignity while withdrawing from war
· BUT Nixon didn’t want the US to appear defeated ( ordered a secret bombing campaign against North Vietnam, plus part of the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos and Cambodia.
· US troops cannot enter Cambodia and Laos, but bombs from the air can be dropped
My Lai Massacre

· Nov 1969 – Americans learn of a shocking incident known as the ______________________________________
· March 16, 1968 – US platoon under Lt. William Calley Jr.  massacred 504 innocent South Vietnamese civilians (including children) during a search-and-destroy mission in My Lai

· US troops insisted that they were not responsible for the shooting because they were only following Calley’s orders

· Calley claimed he had been ordered to “kill anything that breathed.”

· 25 officers faced various charges, Calley convicted and imprisoned

Invasion of Cambodia

· April 30, 1970 – Nixon announced US troops had invaded ________________________ to clear out _______________________
· Nixon claimed his actions were in defense of Cambodia against the Vietcong

· Cost Nixon political support – Congress angry that he did not consult them ( repealed the Tonkin Resolution, Nixon no longer in charge of Vietnam policies

· May 1970 - due to the My Lai Massacre and the invasion of Cambodia, college students across the nation burst out in protest ( _____________ students on over ______________ campuses 
· “The most disastrous month of May in the history of higher education.” – President of Columbia University
Kent State Shooting

· May 1970– protestors at ___________________________________ set fire to the ROTC building ( local mayor called in the National Guard

· May 4, 1970 – National Guardsmen fired into a crowd of protestors hurling rocks at them ( 4 students killed (2 weren’t even participating in the rally)

· Americans were mixed in their reactions to the Kent State Shooting (reflected the divide in public opinion on the war)

· Some Americans supported the National Guard and claimed that students “got what they were asking for”
Pentagon Papers

· June 1971 – a former Defense Dept. worker leaked the ___________________________ – 7,000 document revealing that the US gov’t had no plan for leaving Vietnam as long as the North Vietnamese persisted
· Written for McNamara in 1968-67

· Showed that the gov’t had drawn up plans to enter war with Vietnam, even as LBJ promised during his first campaign that he had no intentions of sending troops to Vietnam

· For many Americans, the Pentagon Papers proved that the gov’t had not been _____________________ about its war intentions

· Not necessarily damaging for the Nixon administration

· BUT provided support for what the opposition had been saying all along

 “Peace is at Hand”
Election of 1972
· Republican – ______________
· Democrat – ____________________________
· Nixon knew he had to promise to end the Vietnam War ( Kissinger 
began negotiations with North Vietnamese leaders, eventually 
dropped insistence that all NV forces be removed from SV before US withdrawal

· Oct 26, 1972 – “Peace is at hand…” 

· Nov 1972 – Nixon reelected
The Final Push

· SV rejected the proposal devised by Kissinger and NV leaders and peace talks broke down

· Dec 1972 – Nixon ordered an intense bombing campaign against Hanoi (NV capital) and Haiphong – “_______________________________”

· Over 100,000 bombings over 11 days, truce on Christmas

· Jan 1973 – Peace talks resumed (with international pressure) ( _________________________
· NV troops remain in SV, but agree to a cease-fire

· US troops withdraw within 60 days

· POWs released

· Negotiations between SV and Vietcong to create free elections

· NV and SV would be eventually unified

· Paris Peace Accords = _________________________________
· March 1973 – _______________________________________
Fall of Saigon

· Mid 1973 – SV-NV cease-fire broke down, fighting continued for several years

· US provided _________________ to SV, but ____________________
· April 30,1975 – NV tanks rolled into Saigon and captured the capital, ______________________________________
 Final Numbers

· 2.5 million Americans served
· __________________ Americans killed < _____________ Vietnamese killed

· _____________________ injured
Veterans Cope at Home

· Many Americans, frustrated with the war’s length and outcome, looked for someone to blame ( Vietnam veterans became ____________________________ for frustration

· No victory parades, no cheering upon arrival, met with protestors and angry crowds

· Increased hostility and discrimination against Vietnam veterans

· 15% of veterans developed ______________________
· Some unable to cope with memories of war and shame from society ( abuse of ______________________________________________________
· 1982 – ____________________________________________ built in DC in an effort to honor vets

Political Effects of Vietnam War

· ___________________________________ – 1973, forbid the President from mobilizing troops without Congressional approval
· President must inform Congress within 48 hours of sending forces into a hostile area without a declaration of war

· Troops can stay no longer than 90 days without Congressional approval or a declaration of war

· “________________________________” – Americans are more cautious when deciding whether to intervene in the affairs of other nations

· Americans developed a more ___________________ and ___________________ attitude toward the gov’t

The Century: Unpinned Questions (8:17-13:04) (29:44-39:27)
1. President Lyndon Johnson decided to dramatically ___________________________the American commitment to Vietnam.
2. An armada of ___________________________, and many troops, led American commanders to 
expect a good fight.
3. “Broken ________________________. U.S. troops in danger of being overrun.”
4. The ______________bomber was a major American weapon.
5. As the U.S. grew frustrated by its inability to score ______________________________ 
against the North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong, the administration continued to pour more men and more machinery into ______________________________.

6. By mid-1967, more than _______   ___   _______________Americans were involved in the fight.

7. The only option that the North Vietnamese never considered was______________________!

8. “Many Americans were dying too, without ever _______________ what they were fighting for.”
9. What made the experiences of the Vietnam War generation from the World War II 
generation was ______________________________.

10. Demonstrations intensified at home, especially on _______________   ____________________.

11. The Tet Offensive, while a military defeat for the North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong, showed America the ___________________    ___________of this war.

