Sager                                  American History II                 
CNN: The Sixties – War in Vietnam Questions


1. What decision did Kennedy make in regards to South Vietnam?
2. After the split in the 1950s, who controlled North Vietnam?

3. The Communist North Vietnamese believed in ______________________________, uniting their country under their own control.

4. The Cold War conspiracy won the war in Vietnam all of Southeast Asia _________________________________, the _________________________ would all fall together.

5. Who was the leader of the U.S. established government in South Vietnam?

6. What did the United States start debating about in regards to Diem?

7. True – False: The Unites States had knowledge and Kennedy’s consent of the coup to overthrow the South Vietnamese government 

8. How many U.S. Military advisors were there in South Vietnam when JFK took office? 
How many were there when he was assassinated?

9. Who was Robert McNamara? 
What was he famous for?
10. Publically, McNamara is all about a bullish bravado, that the U.S. will prevail, but privately he is increasingly ________________________ about the prospects.
11. Lyndon Johnson does not want to be a President that has his administration torpedoed by an ________________________ war.

12. What happened in the Tonkin Gulf?

13. True- False: The Second Tonkin Gulf incident did not actually happen

14. What power did the Tonkin Gulf Resolution give to President Johnson?

15. Vietnam keeps creeping into the Oval Office, but Johnson is stuck, he refuses to be the American President who loses _________________________________, so he has to keep going in deeper

16. What operation does the President decide to launch in early 1965?
17. True – False: The first American mission was more defensive than offensive

18. Why was fighting the Vietnamese in Vietnam so difficult for Americans?

19. What was the rule of thumb for soldiers in Vietnam?

20. How many civilians per year was the United States killing?

21. Johnson increases the number of the draft call from ____________ to ________________ men per month

22. True – False: Johnson felt he could not win in regards to the War in Vietnam

23. What did television allow people to see about the war?

24. As Vietnam is escalating, the question that remains – are the American people prepared to lose ___________ and ________________ young men in Vietnam?
25. How did television show an alternative to the idea that the U.S. was winning the war in Vietnam?

26. As the casualties mounted, the American public turned ____________________ the war.

27. _____________________ spread across campuses all over the country and gave  a sense of _________________________ to students who could be drafted but could still not ____________________.

28. At what age were young people required to register for the military draft?

29. What two choices did someone have instead of registering for the draft – be sent to ___________________ or leave the U.S. and go to ___________________________.

30. True – False: There was a substantial number of Americans that supported the war

31. True – False: Lawyers stated the U.S. was violating the UN Charter, the Geneva agreements and the U.S. Constitution that states that only Congress can declare war

32. How many American servicemen were in Vietnam in 1965? 
What did this number increase to by 1966?
33. Describe life as a American soldier in Vietnam

34. What does Robert McNamara decided to do in 1967?
35. What was the name of the surprise North Vietnamese attack against the South Vietnamese and Americans?

36. When Walter Kronkite stated that war was not winnable, President Johnson stated, “If I’ve lost Walter, than I’ve lost __________________________________________”

37. If you look at the history of Vietnam, it was a tragic comedy of _____________________.

38. The tragedy of President Johnson is that he achieved remarkable things, especially Civil Rights, but will always be remembered for _________________________.

39. True- False: Vietnam results in Johnson deciding not to run for President for a second term.

