Black Death – Group Assignment (QUIZ GRADE)
Background: The Bubonic Plague or Black Death is a disease that has affected multiple areas of the world during different time periods.  For this assignment our focus will be on the effects this disease had on Europe during the Middle Ages.

Your assignment is to come up with a product that would make money from the Black Plague. While people are getting sick and dying, you will be trying to benefit and make money. Invent a product that people in the plague will need and will want to buy. (For example – people dying leads to a lot of corpses so you could invent some sort of body bag that will people will need).
Your assignment will include 3 different parts:

1) Product 
2) Magazine Ad

3) Commercial or Shark Tank Pitch
Product (40 pts) : Your group will research various aspects of both the Middle Ages time period and the different aspects surrounding the Black Death.  This research will be used to provide ideas for creating a product that would directly relate to the time period and specifically the Black Death. Your product must be historically accurate meaning it is something that could be made at the time of the Black Plague and something that could be used during the Black Plague  - should also be creative. 
The following research topics may help you develop ideas for a product:
-Environment
(weather, topography, proximity of people)

-daily life

-Housing




-Professions/Services

-Symptoms




-Geography

-Feudalism




-Religious Authority

-Means of infection/spread




-clothing

Magazine Ad (30 Points): Your group will design a magazine advertisement.  Create an add that displays the name of your product, a picture of your product or a picture that represents your product and the price of the product and where you can buy it. You should research advertisements on line as well as use hard copies and your prior knowledge to assist you in the style, format, and content of your advertisement.  Advertisements should be fully illustrated (in color).
Magazine ads can be completed using chrome books (Google Drawing, etc) or by using computer paper 

Product Video (30 Points):  Your group will produce a shark tank style pitch for your product.  You will need to provide a written script of the pitch (should include what each person is going to say).  This pitch should be designed to provide the most important info on your product while attempting to grab an audience’s attention and sell the product. AT LEAST TWO MEMBERS MUST BE IN AND SPEAK IN YOUR VIDEO
Using your phone to film your pitch. Pretend you are on the TV show Shark Tank and you want the sharks to invest in your product – your pitch should be approx.. 30 -60 seconds and be in the style of the pitches that are used on the show where you describe your product and why the sharks should invest in it. (Ex. Hey Sharks, we are here today asking for $100,000 in exchange for 20 % of our company…) 

Black Death – Group Assignment

Background: The Bubonic Plague or Black Death is a disease that has affected multiple areas of the world during different time periods.  For this assignment our focus will be on the effects this disease had on Europe during the Middle Ages.

Type of Assignment:  You will be creating a product portfolio.  This portfolio will consist of background research translating into 3 major parts: 

4) Product

5) Magazine Ad

6) Commercial

Product: Your group will research various aspects of both the Middle Ages time period and the different aspects surrounding the Black Death.  This research will be used to provide ideas for creating a product that would directly relate to the time period and specifically the Black Death.  

Targets of research that will benefit you will include (but may not be limited to) the following:

-Environment
(weather, topography, proximity of people)

-daily life

-Housing




-Professions/Services

-Symptoms




-Geography

-Feudalism




-Religious Authority

-Means of infection/spread




-clothing

Magazine Ad: Your group will design a 1-2 page magazine advertisement.  You should research advertisements on line as well as use hard copies and your prior knowledge to assist you in the style, format, and content of your advertisement.  Advertisements should be fully illustrated and designed to fit within the restrictions of 1-2 standard size pages in a magazine (typically 8.5x11)

Commercial:  Your group will produce a 30 sec. TV commercial for your product.  You will need to provide a written script of the commercial.  This commercial should be designed to provide the most important info on your product while attempting to grab an audience’s attention. ALL GROUP MEMBERS MUST HAVE A SPEAKING ROLE IN THE COMMERCIAL.

